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 URBAN LINES  
 

• Seoul’s Sin Bundang Line now in service with Thales CBTC signalling solution  
 

Friday, 28th October 2011 
Toronto, October 28, 2011 - Thales announced that the Sin Bundang 
Line is now in revenue service operating from Gangnam, Seoul to 
Bundang, Seongnam, providing commuters with faster and easier 
access to the metropolitan area. 
 
Sin Bundang Line is a public/private investment involving Doosan 
Engineering & Construction Consortium and the government sector. It 
is 18.5 km long with six passenger stations serviced initially by twelve 
six-car train sets. Trains will operate in a fully driverless mode at 90 
kph underground. The Thales SelTrac® Communications-Based 
Train Control (CBTC) solution includes moving-block technology, free-space radio for data 
communication between train and wayside equipment, and Thales’ NetTrac MT central control system. 
 
“Now we are ready to provide our citizens easy, pleasant, fast and safe transportation. Our new Sin 
Bundang Line system can halve the transit time between Gangnam and Bundang compared to the 
existing rail system and other public transportation, thanks to Thales’ CBTC technology,” said Jae-Man 
Sim, Operations Team Manager of NeoTrans Co., the operator of the line.  
 
"The Sin Bundang line is our third project in Korea,” said Paul Kahn, President and CEO Thales Canada. 
“This contract further leverages Thales’ expertise in serving the transportation industry and confirms the 
group’s worldwide leading position in the supply of fully automated train control and communications 
solutions.” 
 
The SelTrac CBTC system has been developed and implemented successfully in many cities throughout 
the world over the past 25 years. Compared with conventional railway signalling systems that manage the 
distances between trains, CBTC radio-based moving block technology allows trains to run at shorter 
intervals while ensuring optimum operational performance and maximum safety. Operators have 
benefited from low operating and maintenance costs, optimal life cycle costs and proven driverless 
technology inherent with SelTrac technology. 
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 Thales wins a signalling contract for Kuala Lumpur Monorail  

Monday, 7th November 2011 
 

Thales has been awarded a contract of 13.5 million euros, to upgrade 
Kuala Lumpur's Monorail signalling system. For this change, Scomi 
Engineering Bhd, which is delivering this upgrade to the operator 
Prasarana, has selected Thales to supply a turnkey Signalling Solution. 
 
The Monorail, operating since 2003 in Malaysia's capital, is now 
expanding its passenger transportation capacity by the introduction of new 
rolling stock with four carriage trains and by the replacement of the 
existing signalling along the eleven stations of the Monorail. 
  
The scope of this contract includes a new signaling system for the main 
line section and a depot, based on an ETCS Level 1 solution, interlocking systems and a new Operational 
Control Centre. Thales, will also install on-board ETCS level 1 computers on 12 new vehicles. Thales 
proven solutions and expertise on rail and urban domains allowed the delivery of an innovative solution 
that was integrated to address this type of networks.  
 
This project represents a particular challenge for Thales since the system has to be implemented in a 
short timeframe and without impacting the daily operation of this vital infrastructure. The execution of the 
contract will be concluded by August 2012, and the new structure is expected to be inaugurated in 
November 2012. 
  
"Thales Malaysia is very proud to have been chosen by Scomi and Prasarana for this project.  
The decision demonstrates our understanding of the customer's requirements and the challenges of 
developing its public transportation system, an understanding based on our long-standing involvement in 
the Malaysian market and our partnership with local actors. This new endorsement is further 
encouragement for Thales not only to continue delivering signalling solutions that achieve full customer 
satisfaction, but also to support Prasarana in its future programs by steadily increasing local content and 
teaming with trusted, professional local partners" said Jean-Philippe Durieux, Thales Country Director 
for Malaysia. 
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 Transport: A Malaysia-Europe Forum  
Monday, 5th December 2011 

 
 Thales hosted, on November 23rd, the Malaysia Europe 
Forum on the theme of 'Future cities: Urban mobility' at 
the Group's Neuilly headquarters.  
 
The Malaysian delegation was composed of high-level 
representatives of public transport operators, transport 
authorities and members of the country’s Ministry of 
Transport. 
 
The objective of this forum was to establish a high-level 
platform between Malaysian and French experts and 
authorities in order to exchange ideas, to debate and to 
discuss the best ways to build efficient and interconnected public transport networks. 
 
Indeed, Kuala Lumpur, just like many cities in Asia, is experiencing strong and regular growth. To date, 
the number of inhabitants is 6 million, a figure which is predicted to reach 10 million by 2020. The Greater 
Kuala Lumpur area is already suffering from severe traffic congestion and building a modern and efficient 
public transport network will enable smooth and sustainable mobility in this urban area. 
 
Thales was the official host of the Malaysia-Europe Forum in Paris and was also responsible for defining 
the program which included a series of presentations and a round table. Attending the conference were 
the CEO of the RATP Dev and a high-level representative of the French Ministry of Transport and 
Sustainable Development plus Thales representatives, including Jean-Pierre Forestier, President of the 
Transportation Systems Division and Jean-Philippe Durieux, Malaysia Country Director. Thales presented 
the “Smart City” approach that addresses the global transport and security concerns of fast growing cities 
such as Kuala Lumpur. 
 

The exchanges and discussions during the session 
were very fruitful, with Malaysian representatives 
explaining their plans regarding the growing 
urbanization in their country. The event was also a 
unique opportunity for Thales to reinforce its image as a 
global transport expert in the eyes of top public 
transport and political representatives from Malaysia.  

 
As part of the Forum, delegates were also able to visit 
the operational control centre of the metro line 13 in 
Paris, a system provided by Thales. The day after, the 
delegation moved to London and visited the Jubilee 
Line of the London Underground, which was recently 
modernized by Thales.  

 
 

             
                 
             Photos: © MEF / Philipp Dera 
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 Thales delivers Automatic Train Operation system for the Mecca metro in time for the 

Hajj pilgrimage  
Wednesday, 14th December 2011 

 
Thales has opened the last phase of Mecca's new 18.5 km metro line 
on schedule and in time for the Hajj pilgrimage, the world's largest 
religious gathering. Thus, the line transports pilgrims between holy 
sites, reducing travel time between Arafat and Muzdalifah from five 
hours to just ten minutes. 
 
The ATO solution is the last successful stage in this ambitious project, 
improving metro performance by allowing "hands off" operation by 
drivers. The solution ensures that trains comply with required track 
speeds and operating conditions to ensure efficient, safe travel at all 
times.  
 
Thales has provided a complete solution for the Mecca metro project, 
including signalling solutions based on its world-leading SelTrac 
Communications-Based Train Control (CBTC)* system, fully integrated communications, an Operation 
Control Centre (OCC) to supervise the line and an automated passenger information system.  
 
The metro serves three main areas (Arafat, Mina and Muzdalifah), each of which have three stations. The 
complete journey time along the 18.5 km line is now less than 30 minutes. Thanks to the Thales 
transportation system, the new metro will have the capacity to carry 72,000 passengers per hour.  
 
"After managing the security supervision of the holy sites, 
Thales is very proud to have contributed once again to the 
improvement of the pilgrimage with this automatic metro," said 
Michelangelo Neri, VP for Thales's civil business in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia. "The new transportation system developed for 
the Mecca metro combines all the latest signalling and 
communications technologies."  
 
This success consolidates Thales's presence in the Middle 
East transportation market, where its credentials include solutions for the metro in Dubai and the North 
South Railway in Saudi Arabia.  
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 Thales awarded first metro signalling contract in Brazil 
Tuesday, 20th December 2011 

 
São Paulo's Line 17 driverless monorail will be equipped with 
the Thales SelTrac CBTC signalling solution. 

Thales has been selected by Andrade Gutierrez (AG) and CR 
Almeida to deliver its SelTrac Communications-Based Train Control 
(CBTC) signalling solution for Line 17 of the São Paulo metro. The 
new line will be driverless and fully automatic. The first phase of 
implementation is planned to support the 2014 FIFA World Cup, with 
completion scheduled for August 2014, a record delivery time of just 
27 months. 
 
The new 18-km elevated line will be built by a consortium led by 
Andrade Gutierrez (AG) and including CR Almeida, Scomi and MPE 
Group. It is expected to carry 252,000 passengers a day. 
 
“This is Thales’s first CBTC project in Brazil and we expect to win other projects to respond to the need to 
improve rail transportation infrastructure,” said Laurent Mourre, Thales Country Director in Brazil. “With 
more than 40 years of presence as a major supplier in the defence, aerospace and space sectors, we are 
now developing our position in the Brazilian transportation market with Thales’s state-of-the-art 
technologies.”  
 
Continual innovation has made Thales’s CBTC technology the signalling solution of choice since it was 
first implemented in 1985. With this proven driverless train control technology, operators continue to 
benefit from low operation and maintenance costs and optimal life cycle costs, while passengers benefit 
from a smoother travel experience. To date, Thales has applied SelTrac to 54 projects in 31 cities 
worldwide, moving a total of 3 billion passengers per year.  
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 MAIN LINES 

 
 Thales España will adapt the security and communication facilities of Valladolid's 

North junction 
Friday, 4th November 2011 

 
•  Includes the necessary actions to permit the completion of the high-speed link with Palencia, León 

and Asturias. 
 
•  The agreement signed with Administrador de Infraestructuras 

Ferroviarias (Adif), the Rail Infrastructure Administrator, 
amounts to 9.2 million euros. 

 
Thales Transport, Signalling and Security Solutions SAU has been 
awarded the contract for the execution of phase I of the 
construction project for the security and communication facilities 
on the conventional-width railway line of the new rail link to 
Spain's north and north-west regions, for the section between 
Valladolid's Campo Grande Station and Valladolid North Junction, 
for an amount of 9.2 million euros. 

 
The section covered by this agreement belongs to the Madrid-
Hendaye railway line and includes the necessary actions to keep it 
in service during the construction works of the High-Speed Line 
between Valladolid and León, which will act as a gateway to the 
North and North-West of Spain. 
 
The adaptation project affects the existing security and communication installations in the section of the 
conventional-width network between the stations of Valladolid Campo Grande, Tres Hermanos and 
Cabezón de Pisuerga. 
 
Updating the facilities includes the modification of the interlocking and adapting their software and 
hardware to the new operating situation, modifying and adding new signalling and communication 
elements such as track circuits, signals, drives and telephony, extending the existing technical building in 
Tres Hermanos and building a new one in the intermediate post of Cabezón de Pisuerga, as well as 
support and dismantling operations of the elements being taken out of service. 
 
In this section, the new high-speed line will run along the same stretch as the current Madrid-Hendaye 
Iberian-width line, occupying the platform of one of the two current tracks and leaving the other one for 
traffic on Iberian or conventional width. 
 
This adjudication represents another recognition of the 60-year business trajectory and experience in 
Spain that Thales boasts in the planning and execution of signalling and control projects for both 
conventional and high-speed rail lines, attested by the successes achieved in execution quality and 
delivery times. In Valladolid, Thales has completed the installation of the European ETCS level-1 and 
level-2 train control and supervision system and the fixed communications systems of the high-speed line 
that connects this city with Madrid, as well as the Olmedo-Medina del Campo section of the new rail 
gateway to Spain's northern and north-western regions. 
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 Thales Spain participates in the third BcnRail  
Monday, 28th November 2011 

  
• BcnRail will be held from the 29th of November to the 2nd of December at the Pavillion 2 of Fira de 

Barcelona, Stand C328. 
 

•  In this important trade show, the Company will show its capacity to face the present and future 
challenges of the transport in domestic and international markets. 

 
Thales, Leader in Spain in transport systems and technology, will be attending this third BCN Rail 
presenting their solutions portfolio for Railway Transport.   
 
This BCN Rail is also a framed inside the Thales 60-year-celebration of Railway Solutions in Spain, 
representing a history of technology innovation, whilst projecting their current solutions towards a future 
for a sustainable transport.   
 
From the foundation  in 1951 of Marconi Spain’s Department of Railway Signaling, to Thales current 
Transport Signaling & Security Solutions, from the first Centralized Traffic Control System (CTC) installed 
in Spain in 1954 to the advanced signaling and train safety systems installed on Spanish High Speed 
Lines, Thales has been a pioneer in the technical evolution of railway Safety Systems in Spain.   
 
Rail transport solutions 
 
Thales counts on a complete and large portfolio of systems and solutions of safety and security in the 
whole railway transport field, for railway, conventional lines and high speed, as well as urban transport –
metros and trams-. 
 
Automatic Train Protection (ATP) of Altrac family products for railway networks such as European Train 
Control System (ETCS), present in the Spanish High Speed Network, Automatic Train Protection 
Systems (ATP), and Automatic Train Operation (ATO, with or without driver) CBTC Systems, within 
SelTrac family for metropolitan networks. 
 
Next generation Electronic Interlocking that enables traffic routing in metropolitan and railway networks. 
Locktrac family.   
 
Centralized Traffic Control Systems, CTC, of NetTrac family for an efficient management of railway traffic 
from control centers. 
 
Wayside equipments like electronic axle-counters, electro-hydraulic point machines, level crossing 
solutions, etc. of FieldTrac family. 
 
Integrated solutions of supervision and communications that enable intelligent process automation and 
guarantee communications, as well as personnel and asset protection in different railway installations.   
 
Solutions that help reducing emissions and increase energy efficiency, by means of an intelligent 
infrastructure management that enables a better planning of mobility to turn railway traffic more attractive 
for passengers, and more competitive for operators. All in all, a quality, access and reliability increase by 
means of more intelligence in infrastructure management systems. 
 
International Railway Forum BCN Rail 
BcnRail International Rail Forum will be held during the four days of the trade show with the attendance of 
relevant domestic and international experts. Thales Spain will contribute with its experiences on 
automated metros on a conference that will be held on December 1st. 
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 High speed arrives to Galicia with the signalling, control and communication 
technologies from Thales Spain 

Monday, 12th December 2011 

 Signalling and control railway systems guarantee passenger 
and installations safety.   

 Traveling time between Madrid and Galicia reduced by one 
hour and time between Ourense and Santiago de 
Compostela will be 38 minutes.  

The high speed line Ourense-Santiago de Compostela – A 
Coruña, in commercial service since December 11th, is part or 
the future high speed line that will link Madrid with Galicia and it is equipped with signaling, railway control 
and communications systems from Thales, setting up the highest safety and security level for the line, 
passengers, rolling stock and the remaining railway installations. 

The Ourense-Santiago de Compostela section were awarded in May 2010 to a consortium headed by 
Thales for the signalling systems, centralized control centre, train protection systems, fixed 
telecommunication network and safety and security systems. 
 
Thales has been responsible of the supply and installation of the European Train Control System (ETCS) 
level 1 and 2, axle counters and wheel sensors, Led signals, as well as fixed telecommunication network, 
video surveillance and access control systems, parto of the technical buildings and signaling shelters. 
 
Since now, Thales will be in charge of the maintenance for, at least, the next 3 years. 
 
The section between Santiago de Compostela and A Coruña has been refurbished to be adapted for high 
speed in different contracts awarded most of them to Thales. This corridor will allow also the link with the 
Atlantic Axis connecting with other main Galician cities and Portugal, where Thales have also participated 
in an important part of it. 
 
The placement into service of the Ourense-Santiago de Compostela line adds advantages as the 
reduction on the distance between both cities in almost 40 kilometers, from 126 to 87,5km. and in the 
travelling time between Ourense and Santiago de Compostela that will be reduced in almost one hour 
from 90 to 38 minutes. 
 
Thales, with a wide international and domestic experience in railway safety systems in high speed, 
conventional, and metro lines, has jointly participated in previous contracts for the Spanish high speed 
network and Madrid commuter railway network.  
 
Since December 2007 is already in service the Madrid-Valladolid section, the first of the Madrid-Galicia 
high speed line and starting point also of what will be one of the main high speed corridors –north-
northwest corridor- that will link the regions of Galicia, Asturias, Cantabria, Castilla León and Madrid, 
projects where Thales has participated with the installation of signaling, railway control and 
communication systems. 
 
Jesús Sánchez Bargos, CEO of Thales in Spain affirms:”with this new line Spain is leader in Europe in 
high speed network length, a milestone in the history of modern railways, that reaffirm the Spanish 
technology potential and of all the companies involved in its development. From Thales we are proud to 
contribute with our more than 60 years experience to the railway evolution and to participate in the 
starting up of this new line, that will boost the social, cultural and economic relationships in Spain and, 
especially, in the regions that will be linked”. 
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  TICKETING 

 

 An e-ticketing system for the new Algiers metro 

Monday, 28th November 2011 
 

On October 31st the access control and the electronic ticketing system 
for the first metro line of Algeria, developed by the Revenue Collection 
Systems (RCS) team at Thales Italia, was inaugurated. The President of 
the Republic of Algeria, Abdelaziz Bouteflika, attended the opening 
ceremony. The line was opened to the public on November 1st.  
 
The turnkey contract for design, supply, installation and commissioning, 
concerns a line of ten stations, 9 km long, that spans over than 2 million 
inhabitants. The multimodal system of magnetic tickets and contactless 
cards, supplied by the RCS Competence Center in Gorgonzola, is 
composed by 110 input and output turnstiles, 12 ticket vending machines 
(TVM), 12 manned point of sales terminals (POST), 10  station control 
monitors, 20 portable verifying units (PVU), 2 batch ticket issuing machines and a central control system.  

 

The project also includes the integration with the preexisting bus, tramway and cableway systems.  
 
The activities achieved by Thales Italia RCS for Algiers metro are an important step to strengthen the 
presence of Thales in Algeria. 
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 India: Thales to supply ticketing system for Gurgaon Metro 

Tuesday, 6th December 2011 
 

Thales has been awarded a contract to implement a ticketing 
system for the Rapid MetroRail Gurgaon, a new metro transit 
system in the city of Gurgaon, connected to Delhi metro.  
 
Thales will deliver the complete Automatic Fare Collection 
system for the Rapid MetroRail Gurgaon. For this project, Thales 
will develop a central back office system, manufacture and install 
72 automatic gates and associated IT systems in all stations.  
  
The state-of-art Thales system will provide seamless journeys for passengers and quick, secure revenue 
collection and distribution for operators. Entries and exits to metro stations will be controlled by gates 
operated by contactless smart cards. 
 
With a length of 6,1 km including 6 stations, the planned route for the Rapid MetroRail will connect to the 
Delhi Metro at Sikanderpur, bringing the satellite city closer to the national capital. With a common 
ticketing system for both services, the Thales solution enhances the passenger experience and 
streamlines operational efficiency.  
 
This metro system will be India's first fully privately financed metro and the Automatic Fare Collection 
system will contribute to fulfilling the desire of millions of commuters for an effective transport system.                                                                                                               
 
The project is scheduled to be completed by January 2013. 
 
Eric Lenseigne, Country Director Thales in India, says: “Together with our current contracts in India, this 
success is proof of Thales's commitment and unmatched expertise in the delivery of Communications and 
Surveillance systems applied to Transportation and reinforces our positioning in the country.” 
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 COMMUNICATION 

 

 Thales awarded Communications System contract for Montreal Metro  
 

Wednesday, 30th November 2011 
 

Thales has been awarded by Société de Transport de Montréal 
(STM) a contract for a communication system with high performance 
Broadband Radio Network. 
 
The Thales system comprises a management system, over 250 
wayside radios, onboard radios, antennas for installation throughout 
the tunnels and on STM’s train fleet, network security devices and 
CCTV cameras for monitoring passenger flow at all station platforms. 
The system will be completed in November 2013.  
 
The system provides a high capacity redundant coverage broadband 
radio network with a 99.999% data availability rate. It will interface 
with STM’s existing backbone infrastructure and security systems, as 
well as to STM’s rolling stock. The STM will use the system for critical 
real-time applications such as onboard CCTV, monitoring train door 
passenger flow, data apps and high speed roaming throughout the 
complete four-line 69 kilometer metro grid. Extra band capacity is 
included and available for future use.  
 
"Thales's urban rail customer base for Integrated Communications and Supervision Systems (ICS) is 
continually growing," said Paul Kahn, President and CEO of Thales in Canada. "Our system’s simplicity 
and scalable architecture allows more efficient operations through more effective and quicker response to 
service, safety and security situations. This is our first ICS project in Canada and we are very pleased to 
add Montreal STM to our growing global customer base.” 
 
Thales offers for train, metro or tram networks operators a full range of services that supervise and 
control transportation critical systems with a unique combination of performance, reliability and resilience. 


